'[T]hey, ike inhumane creatures, laughed': Calvinist Humor in A Narrative of the

Capavity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson
by Dr. Autumn Lauzon, English

A Narrative of the Captvity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson may not appear, at first glance, to be an appropnate text for
categorization under American humor; however, the humor that emerges for a modern audience from Rowlandson’s often hypocritical
actions and descriptions during her captivity align well with what Michael Dunne describes as Calvinist humor.
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What 1s Calvinist humor? ‘ e

Moments of Humor in Rowlandson’s Narrative b Rowlandson and UNCP Students
- According to Dunne, there are two types ol Calvimist humor. The |« '

S “Then they set me upon a horse with my wounded child in my lap, While the narrative does provide excellent discussion on typology,
hirst 1s the‘ very normal and only-to-be -€Xpe Clt‘(l] perceptuon on the | | .nd there being no furniture upon the horse’s back, as we were | Rowlandson’s promotion of her faith, and her cultural hybndity, my
e of nearly everybody L!Ml there wbopt et odd In ﬂ.le going down a steep hill we both fell over the horse’s head, at which | students are always drawn more intently to other aspects ol the narrative
locution and that he or she 1s the very first one to have noaiced | |7, 7 ... . _ i e ; A gl MNP CUDA l

oy . G ST Pl T ~ they, like inhumane creatures, laughed, and rejoiced to see 1t™ (4). and ind themselves uncomlortably laughing at her
this” (1). The second “shows us that other people are fallen from = | P 5 R

£ - . iR e " _ i o 23 * rehigious hypocnsy
perlecuon without any necessary recogmuon that we may be m the | ; b | Ha . :

same boat ourselves” (1). | "ltwas a cold mornng, and belore us there was a great brook with | | I fiplfi‘belllill_.l()ll of ndigenous people
- 1ce on 1t; some waded through 1t, up to the knees and hugher, but | | « ollensive criiques ol mmdigenous culture

others went ull they came to a beaver dam, and I amongst them, * lack of empathy, especially for other women and children
| : A ‘ 2 | e . . . : .
‘where through the good providence of God, I did not wet my foot™  self-righteous superionty against ‘the Other

(8). * constant quoting of Bible verses
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 “There came an Indian to them at that tme with a basket of horse | e N
| . | . ‘ ; : : Other Scholars
liver. I asked him to give me a piece. “What, says he, ‘can you eat = o | | : rom lack of cultural
o2 af PR RSN SE Ao ) S s L, 1 B St niay B iy bRk I o | I'wo scholars have noted the humor comes from lack ol culturz:
Wi : ~ horse hver?’ I told him, I would try, 1l he would give me a prece, = .
ere Dunne and I Disagree : eota s ey 1 L 1’ . 1 - 5% : lifl e Iﬁl G Ty understanding; ,
- ~ ST oy BT which he did, and I laid 1t on the coals to roast. But belore 1t was ., ‘_. iy . > ]
Dunne claims that *Rowlandson 1s willing to write about herself in | half | tJ’ half of it ( TR R [Laura Armold claims that “Rowlandson’s misunderstanding of Algonquan
- oW, : RS sl 4 | hall ready they gotl hall ol 1t away Irom me, SO that 1 was lain to | | . ; |
terms of the less censorious form of Calvimist humor, the side that WL T : 1;, S s el ; Foiin: % s 1 ~ custom causes her to msult and disobey her captors more often than even
- 11 - - ~ take the rest and eat 1t as 1t was, with the blood about my mouth, | . =
1s more willing to see that the speaker 1s not always right, that she = . ; ; 1’ h ; 3 ((()) ; ’ she mtends” (3).
- _ . - » HEae | A1ld vel a savory bit 1t was (0 me (Y). N P . : R
can laugh at hersell, that she 1s just another fallen creature among | B : ; Tiffany Potter explores how “Rowlandson’s sense of superionty does
many " (30-1). : S | . Fliat 1 i | ket (11) - seem to come {rom a deeply ingramed sense of cultural privilege™ (156). |
5 ~ - . | . - AITICS ¢ | ;. s O dl 4al 1 ITY LICT BIOICAKAEL : R SN Sk Fed o S RS- O kol B ea ey i ARSI
She acknowledges that she has strayed from God’s path and 1s = IESHITIES § PICUE D EIsIg DCAT BTG I
being punished for “how careless [she| had been of God’s holy | _ ; _ e, | ~ PRIMARY SOURCE.
tume; how many Sabbaths [she| had lost and misspent, and how | My mistress’s papoose was sick, and 1t died that mght, and there @ | 0 o SR ERE BRSSO ¥ e e e
’ S y : I B e N AL | Rowlandson, Mary. A Narrative of the Capavity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson.

Project Gutenberg, 2009. Project Gutenberg, http://www.gutenberg.org/files/851/851-
z " . i : IQET . R fos AT RO TE
She refuses to acknowledge the humanity of “the barbarians” h/851-h.htm. Accessed 1 Apnl 2019.

R e e e v idi s of thesr. | | “[TThe squaw was boiling horses feet; then she cut me ofl a httle | | SECONDARY SOURCES | .
: Ry 5 i, S s T .. g , SO E R R SR ‘ - Armold, Laura. “*“Now...Didn't Our People Laugh?’ Female Misbehavior and Algonquan
., | ~ piece, and gave one of the English children a piece also. Being very g - _ _ i
kindness. | : | : s Culture in Mary Rowlandson's Capaivity and Restoration.” American Indian Culture and
» She is quick to recite a Bible verse, but does not practice | hungry I had quickly eat up mine, but the child could not bite 1t, 1t | |
| ™ , ; |

| Research Journal, vol. 21, no. 4, 1997, pp. 1- 28. |
('hristan 1deals towards the natives. - Was so tough and siewy, but lay sucking, gnawing, chewing and Boyle, John. Mary Rowlandson, A Narrative of the Captivity, Sullerings and Removes of Mrs.

Sh iders herself s ar more cultited. and more ] Slabbcl‘illg of 1t in the mouth and hand. Then I took 1t ol the child, Mary Rowlandson... 1773. C’u/tw}:d‘Rc*.::dm:;:_s:: C”u/o:ukagbg & Print in the Americas, |

RS LA Sl SUPELIOL, 110 ’ o ) and eat it myself, and savory it was to my taste” (17) - hup//www.library.upenn.edu/exhibits/rbm/kislak/colomal/rowlandsonl.html.  Accessed 3

civilized, but her misunderstandings of indigenous culture make ; ; et s idnin e | | April 2019.

1t easier to laugh at her mustakes than to S_anpa[hize with her 4 ‘ | ‘ ‘ | ' Dunne, Michael. Gi‘ll‘?}ﬂl.‘j[ Humor .-'11!}(?!]{:!?‘[!4' Literature. Loouisiana State l_.TP. 2(‘)07. - ]

errors because she’s unwillingto learn or change v I'hey mourned (with their black faces) for their own losses, vet Potter, Titfany. “Writing Indigenous Femininity: Mary Rowlandson’s Narrative of Capuvity.”

. y - C . | ' . ¢ : . _ L t , : 4,.;_ " ¥ 3 i ¥ r 5 l. ¢ ¢ ~ . :

s BRI i Baith bust does not see the natives as | | triumphed and rejoiced in their inhumane, and many imes || faghteenth-Century Studies, vol. 36, no. 2, 2008, pp. 153-67. ?
’ . | |

devilish cruelty to the English” (292) - Rowlandson, Mary White. Soveraignty & goodness of God. 1770. Larly American Impnints, |
her equals. _; ' k o : | htps://infoweb.newsbank.com/iwsearch/we/kvans. Accessed 1 April 2019, |
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Could the text’s humor ultimately be meta-Calvinist? Rowlandson laughs at her captors because she thinks she’s better than them; we
laugh at Rowlandson because we think we’re better than her.
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“T'here came an Indian to them at that tme with a basket ol horse
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liver. I asked hum to give me a piece. “€SWhat,” savs he, “‘can you eal
horse liver? I told lnm, I would try, if he would give me a piece,
which he did. and I lad it on the coals to roast. But belore 1t was
hall ready they got hall of it away [rom me, so that I was lain to

ke the rest and eat it as 1t was, with the blood about my mouth,

and vetl a savon DI It was Lo me (Y).
She cammies a piece ol suinking bear around m her pocket (11).
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Other Scholars
Two scholars have noted the humor comes from lack ol cultural
understanding:

[ 2ura Amold claims that “Rowlandson’s misunderstanding ol Algongquian
custom causes her to insult and disobey her captors more olten than even
she mtends™ (3).

'.l_'i”;l_ll}. Potter L'\];]t res how *Rowlands: 1S SENSE ol SUPC] IHI"H‘_h' does

cem (o come from a deeply ingrained sense ol cultural prvilege™ (150).
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